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FADE FROM BLACK:

EXT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

JESSICA is grabbing notebooks from her locker and onto her

bag. The hallways is empty.

NOLAN (V.O)

For centuries now, each decade,

each year of history since human

beings developed consciousness,

there have always been nerds. We

are that piece of humanity with the

utmost difficulty to reproduce and

we always ask ourselves the same

question, ¿How do we do it to get

girls to like us?

NOLAN walks to his locker, which is two lockers away from

JESSICA’s and opens it.

NOLAN (V.O)

With a little valor I would do

something like this.

NOLAN slams his locker, walks towards JESSICA.

NOLAN

Jess, hey.

JESSICA

(estranged)

Nolan, Hi. ¿How are you?

NOLAN

I feel perfectly fine, in balance,

a little trusty, and hopeful

because today is a beautiful day.

JESSICA

Yeah, today is nice.

NOLAN

Well, let’s get to it Jess, I think

you are a really cute girl,

attractive, sweet, generous,and

very nice overall. I’s like you to

go out with me, be my sentimental

couple in the upcoming months.

(CONT’D)



CONTINUED: 2.

JESSICA

(crazy)

Oh Nolan, ¡I’ve been waiting all my

life to hear you say that! ¡I love

you!

JESSICA hugs NOLAN strongly and kisses him.

WE come back to NOLAN with his open locker.

NOLAN (V.O)

But, of course, I don’t have that

valor and even if I did, that

wouldn’t be the outcome.

JESSICA grabs her backpack and closes her locker. She passes

by NOLAN.

JESSICA

(turns slightly)

Goodbye Nolan.

NOLAN

(nervous)

Goo-- Goodbye.

JESSICA, in the distance, turns through a hallway and is

lost from sight.

NOLAN closes his locker and lets his head fall into the

locker door.

CUT TO:

TITLE:

"RULES OF FELICITY"

FADE TO:

INT. NOLAN’S LIVING ROOM - AFTERNOON

NOLAN is seated playing video games.

NOLAN (V.O)

In retrospect, this isn’t the best

way to attract the ladies. Spending

Saturday afternoons playing games,

playing the classic Resident Evil’s

accompanied by pizza and soda, but

what can I say? It helped me cope

with the lack of social activity.



3.

CUT TO:

EXT. PARK - AFTERNOON

NOLAN is walking on the sidewalk, it’s a quiet afternoon,

there are but a few people in the park.

NOLAN (V.O)

Of course I don’t only play

videogames, I also go out at times,

walking down my favorite park, I

imagine what it would be like to

walk with Jess--

In front of NOLAN he sees HIMSELF & JESSICA walk together on

the park. NOLAN stops to admire the view.

A PERSON walks by and accidentaly hits NOLAN in the

shoulder and walks by, NOLAN turns in distraction and when

he turns back, he can’t see HIMSELF with JESSICA.

NOLAN (V.O)

Of course, this visions will never

happen.

CUT TO:

INT. COFFEE SHOP - AFTERNOON

It is almost night and we see NOLAN in his favorite spot,

writing away.

NOLAN (V.O)

I come here to relax, to write

vocationally. I am, in some way,

the frustrated novelist of my area.

With the passing of the years I’ve

determined that there must be more

frustrated novelists around this

area. Fortunately, I’ve never met

one. I am afraid to meet another

one and decide to end my life after

seeing the monstrosity of sorrow

and lonliness that I will become. I

suppose I should find something

more productive to do to pass the

days, I’ll think of something.

NOLAN gets up and takes his computer, behind NOLAN just 2

tables away, we see JESSICA, sipping on coffee and reading a

novel.



4.

FADE TO:

INT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM - DAY

JESSICA is seated with her FRIENDS. JESSICA turns to see

NOLAN working by himself.

ANA

(laughs)

Can’t you be more obvious?

JESSICA

(turns)

I have no idea what you’re talking

about.

ANA

Nolan, you derp. You have a bit of

drool there, you know that, right?

JESSICA

Shut up.

ANA

Ouch, O.K. I’m just saying, he

doesn’t look half bad, but he’s

just so weird.

JESSICA

(sarcastically laughs)

God damn it, I know that.

ANA

But you do know you can’t go out

with him, right?

JESSICA

And why not?

ANA

He’ll destroy you. You go out with

him and bim-batta-bim-bam-bum

you’re just as much a freak than he

is.

JESSICA

It can’t be that bad, can it?

ANA

I’m telling you ’cause I believe

it, I’m sorry Jess. It’s the truth.

The TEACHER goes to the front of the class.

(CONT’D)



CONTINUED: 5.

TEACHER

You are going to have a video

project about the city, you will

show what the city has to offer its

people. Everything counts; art,

culture, people, its history,

places. You will work in couples,

let’s see--

The TEACHER gets out a sheet of paper and begins to read.

TEACHER (CONT’D)

O.K, Francisco with Eduardo, Alex

with Luisa, Alejandra with Julia,

Ana with Nolan-

ANA

(fired up)

What?!

TEACHER

Is that a complaint?

ANA

No.

TEACHER

Good. Jessica with Hector, Kalio

with Julian--.

We turn to see NOLAN.

NOLAN (V.O)

Damn it. Why her? Why Ana? Ever

since I can remember she hates me!

It’s decided, the cosmos and the

law of probability hate and

conspire against me.

NOLAN lets his head fall on the desk.

FADE TO:

EXT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

NOLAN is in his locker, getting ready to go, ANA walks to

the locker and slams the door shut.

ANA

How are we going to do this

project?

(CONT’D)
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NOLAN

(tired voice)

Hi Ana. ¿How are you?

ANA

Fine. But that really doesn’t

answer my question now does it?

NOLAN

No, guess not. I was in high hopes

of going out to the city, record

some areas put it on a video, and

done.

ANA

I get that, but we need to plan to

film this weekend and then organize

ourselves to edit the video.

NOLAN

I thought I’d be editing alone.

ANA

This is my project, too.

NOLAN Y ANA walk through the hallway.

ANA

Nolan, you gotta drop the idea that

I’m against you, we have to work

together. And in any case, I’m

indifferent towards you.

NOLAN

(tired voice)

Thanks, Ana.

NOLAN (CONT’D)

Well, it’s good to know you care

about this project. Is it ok to

meet in cafe Miranda Saturday

afternoon?

ANA

Sounds good.

NOLAN

Ok, I’m leaving, good bye.

ANA

Bye.

NOLAN walks away from Ana.



7.

FADE TO:

INT. COFFEE SHOP - AFTERNOON

NOLAN is seated in his regular spot with his laptop and

coffee, he continues to write his novel.

ANA arrives, sees NOLAN, but he does not see her.

ANA sits in NOLAN’S table.

ANA

Hi, I see you got here early.

NOLAN

(speaking without interest)

Hey, yes, got here early, wanted to

pump out a few words.

ANA sees the computer.

ANA

¿What is it?

ANA sees the screen.

ANA (CONT’D)

¡Wow! Forty-five pages. What is it

for?

NOLAN

Nothing, let’s do what we came here

to do, OK?

ANA

(pausa)

OK, let’s work.

NOLAN gets out his video camera and starts recording. While

NOLAN records, ANA begins to look at him with a sort of

admiration.

NOLAN

There’s still daylight, and the

park isn’t far, let’s go.

ANA

Oh, sure.

NOLAN Y ANA leave the coffee shop.

CUT TO:



8.

EXT. PARK - AFTERNOON

While entering the park, ANA grabs NOLAN’S camera and picks

up the pase.

ANA turns on the camera and points it at NOLAN and records.

NOLAN covers his face with his hand to avoid being recorded.

ANA

Come on Nolan, it’s YOUR camera.

NOLAN

Don’t like to be recorded.

ANA records him.

ANA (V.O)

I didn’t know why or how,but I

began to understand NOLAN. If

anything, he was merely a shy kid.

ANA stops recording.

ANA

¿Nolan?

NOLAN

¿Yeah?

ANA

¿Why don’t you go out more often?

With your school friends I mean.

NOLAN

I occupy myself with other things,

it becomes difficult to go out,

alot of things, I suppose. Don’t

take it harshly, I like our

generation and stuff.

ANA

(laughs)

You should go out more.

NOLAN

Maybe. Ana, there are a few people

over there, let’s see if we can

interview them, ok?

ANA

Oh- Sure.

NOLAN walks ahead. ANA turns to see him with more

compassion, understanding.

(CONT’D)
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FADE TO:

INT. NOLAN’S ROOM - AFTERNOON

NOLAN and ANA are seated in front of the computer, editing

the video.

ANA

Hey, umm, you like Jess, don’t you?

NOLAN

(without hesitation, calmly)

Am I that obvious?

ANA

(giggles)

Ask her out.

NOLAN

(stops using the computer,

turns to Ana)

And why would I do that?

ANA

(breathes deeply)

Because I’m her friend and I just

so happen to know she likes you?

NOLAN

Really?

ANA

If anything’s serious, is that I’ve

changed the way I see you, and if

you guys want to go out, then I’m

fine with it.

NOLAN hugs ANA.

NOLAN

Thank you.

ANA

Great. Now, Can we get back to

editing the video?

NOLAN

(laughs)

Sure.

(CONT’D)
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ANA

(laughs)

--And yes, you are that obvious.

NOLAN

(turns to her)

Let’s keep editing.

ANA

Sounds good.

FADE TO:

INT. RESTAURANT - AFTERNOON

We see NOLAN AND JESSICA seated in a table, they’ve just

arrived so there’s nothing on the plates.

JESSICA

So, Nolan, tell me, why’d you take

so long to ask me out?

NOLAN

Pretty obvious, don’t you think?

JESSICA

I want to hear it from you.

NOLAN

You are the most beautiful girl I

know, and you’re smart. You’re a

lighting rod that attracts millions

of guys. I see a million reasons

why I am inferior to the next guy

in the race for your attention,

care, and love.

JESSICA

(laughs)

Don’t be stupid, you’re very way of

being- the fact that you are you is

enough for me to like you.

NOLAN

(blushed)

Oh- I don’t know what to say.

JESSICA

(sheepish smile)

How about we order?

The WAITRESS comes to attend them.

(CONT’D)
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WAITRESS

Welcome, ¿May I take your order?

NOLAN

Certainly, I’ll have the fillet

Mignon and a coke please.

WAITRESS

Very well- And you?

JESSICA

I haven’t come here before, any

recomendation?

WAITRESS

Well, the steak is exquisite,

particularly because it comes with

a good, sweet sauce and fried

potatoes on the side.

JESSICA

Sounds delicious, I’ll have it,

thanks.

WAITRESS

My pleasure.

WAITRESS goes.

NOLAN AND JESSICA keep talking.

NOLAN (V.O)

¿Is this heaven? My first date

and everything is going

perfectly. She tells me about

her family and friends, of how

happy she is and I have signed

my vow to listen to her

attentively. If there’s

anything to be learned here,

it would be that utopia is but

the affective bond between two

people. The eternal walk of

felicity.

[FADE TO SHOW PASSING OF TIME]

NOLAN AND JESSICA are eating.

JESSICA

Wow, this food’s amazing. How do

you know this place?

(CONT’D)
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NOLAN

I ponder around the streets and

places near my house, looking for

good new places.

JESSICA

Well I think that’s perfect.

NOLAN

This is my favorite restaurant, the

best one I know of.

JESSICA

I think it will become mine too.

NOLAN AND JESSICA look at each other lovingly.

BOTH get close to kiss.

CUT TO:

INT. NOLAN’S ROOM - MORNING

We hear the alarm, NOLAN opens his eyes.

NOLAN (V.O)

If there was ever anything else

that I’d hate more than having the

perfect dinner with the girl of my

dreams, on a dream, it is my

capacity to have such vivid dreams.

It is in these rare moments that I

hate the configuration of my brain.

CUT TO:

EXT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

JESSICA readies her stuff to leave.

NOLAN is in his locker, grabbing notebooks.

NOLAN (V.O)

Today’s the day. This is the

moment. These are my thoughts, an

event that will affect me either

positively or negatively- No, no I

can’t go wrong, Ana, she told me, I

saw it in her eyes,she wasn’t

lying.

NOLAN walks to JESSICA.

(CONT’D)
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NOLAN

H- hi, Jessica.

JESSICA

Hey Nolan, ¿How are you?

NOLAN

Great, ¿and you?

JESSICA

With a lot of homework from Serena,

but I’ll live.

NOLAN

(laughs nervously)

Yeah, she can be tough.

JESSICA

So-- What’s up?

NOLAN

Oh- Uh- Ana, well, we’ve been-- a

while, in this school and I- I

wanted to ask, if you’d like, uh, I

don’t know, ¿Go out with me?

JESSICA

Oh- (pause) I can’t.

NOLAN

(nervous, inquisitive)

¿You- can’t?

JESSICA

¡No! Nolan, I don’t want to go out

with you, I’m sorry.

JESSICA packs her bag, closes her locker and walks away.

NOLAN stays still, watching HER leave.

FADE TO:

INT. COFFEE SHOP - AFTERNOON

NOLAN is writing angrily in his computer.

He has his coffee but is rarely touching it.

MEMORIES OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH ANA REAPPEAR.

NOLAN, angrily, closes his computer and passes his hands in

his face.

(CONT’D)
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CUT TO:

EXT. STREET - AFTERNOON

NOLAN is walking slowly with his head down and heavily

moving his body. He crosses the street, we see a car from

the back speed towards NOLAN just as he is crossing the

street.

The scene fades to black. We hear a hit, a window smash, and

the wheels squeal.

FADE TO:

INT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM - DAY

JESSICA AND ANA are talking.

JESSICA

He hasn’t come to school all week.

ANA

I’m sorry Jess, really, I didn’t

think you’d take me seriously when

I told you not to go out with him.

JESSICA

Why did you have to tell him to

ask?

ANA

I’d thought you’d say yes.

JESSICA

When he comes back I’ll tell him

everything, maybe he’ll forgive me

and we can go out after all.

ANA

Of course he will, I’m sorry Jess,

I truly am.

The TEACHER walks in front of the room, he has a serious

expression.

TEACHER

What I’m about to tell you is very

serious, and I hope you treat this

news with the severity it deserves.

(pausa) Last monday Nolanwas hit by

a car.

(CONT’D)
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STUDENTS gasp.

TEACHER (CONT’D)

After numerous attempts to save his

life, today, friday, at 8:15 am,

Nolan’s been declared dead.

ANA turns, horrified to see JESSICA.

In shock, a single tear drops from JESSICA’s cheek. In a

moment of desperation, JESSICA throws everything to the

floor and runs. ANA follows.

CUT TO:

EXT. PASILLO DE LA ESCUELA - DÍA

ANA reaches JESSICA and stops her.

JESSICA turns, slaps ANA and runs.

ANA stays, stupified with a hand on the cheek she just got

slapped on.

[NOLAN begins his narrative, scenes pass in slow motion and

are mute.]

JESSICA runs to her locker.

MONTAGE: JESSICA AND NOLAN IN THEIR HALLWAY MOMENTS, WHEN HE

ASKS AND SHE REJECTS.

JESSICA cries.

NOLAN (V.O)

If my life had some sort of weird,

cosmical purpose, it wsa simple. It

was to show Jessica the rules of

felicity. the path which follows no

happiness but our own, not but what

society defines as normal, not but

what it defines as weird.

ANA reaches JESSICA again and hugs her strongly, comforting

her.

NOLAN (V.O) (CONT’D)

As individuals we have to be

perseverent with what we want to

do, it is our individuality that

makes us stronger and onw never

knows, we can win or lose in life,

(MORE)

(CONT’D)
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NOLAN (V.O) (CONT’D) (cont’d)

the result is simply too

unpredictable.

FADE TO:

EXT. PARK - AFTERNOON

We see ANA’s recording when NOLAN covered his face.

NOLAN lowers the hand.

NOLAN

I’ll let you ask me ONE question.

ANA

Um- Why are you so weird?

NOLAN

(laughs)

That one’s easy. I’m "weird"

because I have different likes than

others and I don’t let people

change me based on what they tell

me is right or wrong. What I like

makes me happy and that’s what

counts.

NOLAN smiles and exits frame.

ANA stops recording.

FADE TO BLAK.


